Town Board – Meeting Minutes April 12, 2010

April 12, 2010

A Public Hearing and Regular meeting of the Town Board were held April 12, 2010 at 7:00 pm at the Grand Gorge Civic Center.  Present: Supervisor Thomas Hynes, Councilmen Gene Cronk, Edward Raeder and Allen Hinkley, Highway Supt. Stephen Schuman, Assessor Kimberly Cammer and 18 residents.  Absent:  Councilman Stephen Walker and Attorney Kevin Young.

The Public Hearing was called to order at 7:00 pm with the notice read of said hearing.  The purpose was to hear all comments regarding adoption of a proposed local law to change the length of terms for the Highway Supt. and the Town Clerk from two (2) years to four (4) years.

David Martin and Teresa Gier stated being in favor of the change to four years.  No one spoke against the proposed law.  With all comments being heard the hearing closed at 7:07 pm.

The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:30 pm.

The Minutes of the March meeting were approved on motion of Gene Cronk second by Allen Hinkley.

AYES – 4 Cronk, Hinkley, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

Supv. Hynes stated that Councilman Walker is absent due to a death in his family.

Assessor Kimberly Cammer stated that the Tentative Roll will be available on May 3rd, assessment change notices are out, Grievance Day is May 25 and she did not receive 10 Enhanced STAR applications so they have been sent applications to enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP).

Teresa Gier questioned if the Enhanced STAR program is ending.  Assessor Cammer stated that she has not heard anything on STAR.

A letter was received from Roxbury School Supt. Thomas O’Brien thanking the Assessor and Town Board for meeting with the School Board and giving a presentation on assessment issues.

Supv. Hynes discussed the settlement with NYC DEP on the Grand Gorge Sewer assessment.

RESOLUTION #52 – NYC DEP SEWER PLANT SETTLEMENT
On motion of Gene Cronk second by Edward Raeder the following resolution was adopted:

“Whereas, the City of New York owns and operates real property known as the Grand Gorge Waste Water Treatment Plant and identified as Tax Map # 92-1-9 in the Town of Roxbury; and

Whereas, the City of New York has commenced judicial proceedings seeking reductions of the tax assessments of the Plant for the years 2007, 2008 and 2009; and

Whereas, the Town is represented by The Law Office of Robert L. Beebe, LLC; and

Whereas, counsel has recommended that these proceedings now be resolved by settlement; and

Whereas, the Town Board and the Town Assessor have reviewed the proposed settlement and find the settlement to be in the best interests of the Town; now, therefore be it

RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby approves the settlement, attached to and made part of this resolution; and, be it further

RESOLVED, that counsel is hereby authorized to sign the settlement on behalf of the Town Board.”

AYES – 4 Cronk, Raeder, Hinkley, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

Paul DeVivo questioned the terms of the settlement where it was stated that the terms would not require any payback in taxes to DEP but rather their assessment will be reduced.

Peg Ellsworth updated the Town Board on grants and scheduled work, discussed the process of updating the Comprehensive Plan where a Request for Proposals (RFP) will be written up for Board comments before being distributed, discussed projects using stream bank corridor funds, an application has been sent to the O’Conner Foundation for windows for Town buildings, the Railroad application has been denied but will try again because of roof damage during the heavy snowstorm, and stated that April 22nd is Earth Day and requested involvement from the public to clean up around the Town.

Teresa Gier suggested contacting the Audubon Society because of all the different birds living along the railroad recreational path.

Councilman Hinkley questioned whether the Papacton will be opened for recreation.  It was stated that agencies are working on it.

It was stated that Cherie Davis will remain as the Town’s website coordinator until the end of April.

Michael Riley of Rettew Eng. presented the Board with a new map of the Lake St. storm water showing the pond has been removed per discussions with NYCDEP.  DEP agrees to include a swale behind some homes on Lake St. and they are requesting that the Country Store, old gas station and the school parking lot by the library undergo infiltration testing.  Said tests will be conducted by Rettew Eng.  Supv. Hynes requested hooking Roosevelt Ave. homes into the drainage course because there are also issues there.  The project is expected to go out to bid in July.

Highway Supt. Stephen Schuman stated crews are busy sweeping roads and repairing washouts, stated that all of the trucks have been repaired but one, he has met with Verizon regarding the Montgomery Hollow storm water project, he will be checking the Vega Mtn. stream for blockages, and discussed a meeting on prevailing wage rates.  Atty. Kevin Young is looking into the prevailing wage matter.

Ronald Thomson thanked the highway for work done on Jump Brook Rd. extension and further requested repairs on ruts left behind.  The Highway Supt. will look into the matter.

Teresa Gier thanked the highway crew for a great job during the snowstorm.

Jean D’Antonio of the Planning Board stated that reports on the wind towers are still being reviewed.

RESOLUTION #53 – ADOPT PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2 FOR TERM CHANGE
On motion of Gene Cronk second by Allen Hinkley the following resolution was adopted:

“WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and considered the Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010;

WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law was presented to the Town Board at least 10 days prior to the Town Board meeting on April 12, 2010;

WHEREAS, the Town Board adopted a resolution on March 8, 2010 scheduling a public hearing on the proposed Local Law for April 12, 2010;

WHEREAS, the public hearing was properly noticed in the Town’s official newspaper on March 17, 2010;

WHEREAS, the public hearing on the proposed Local Law was held on April 12, 2010 at the Town Hall;

WHEREAS, the Town Board reviewed and considered all public comments received on the proposed Local Law;

WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law was on file for inspection at the Town Clerk’s office prior to the hearing and during the public review process; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF ROXBURY, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK:

THAT THE Town Board of the Town of Roxbury hereby determines that proposed Local Law No. 2  of 2010, attached hereto and made a part hereof, is hereby adopted as a proposed Local Law Extending the Length of Terms of Office for the Roxbury Town Clerk and Roxbury Highway Superintendent; and

BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board of the Town of Roxbury, as follows:

Section 1.   This proposed local law shall be adopted pursuant to the authority of the Municipal Home Rule Law §§ 10(1)(ii)(a) and 23(2)(e) of the State of New York.

Section 2.   The elected offices affected are the Town Clerk and Highway Superintendent.

Section 3.   The term of office of the Town Clerk and Highway Superintendent shall be 4 years.

Section 4.   This proposed local law is adopted subject to a mandatory referendum.  A proposition for the approval of this proposed local law shall be submitted to the electors of the Town of Roxbury at the general election to be held in November, 2010, and this proposed local law shall become operative only if approved by the affirmative vote of the majority of the qualified electors voting upon such proposition.

Section 5.   This proposed local law shall supersede section 24 of the Town Law, insofar as it is inconsistent with such section.

Section 6.    If this proposed local law is approved by the affirmative vote of a majority of the qualified electors of the Town voting thereon at said general election this proposed local law shall become and be effective immediately.

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk and the Attorney for the Town are hereby directed to take such actions as are necessary to implement this resolution and effect adoption of the proposed Local Law.”

AYES – 4 Cronk, Hinkley, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

RESOLUTION #54 – PROPOSED LOCAL LAW #2-2010 ON NOVEMBER BALLOT
On motion of Gene Cronk second by Edward Raeder the following resolution was adopted:

“WHEREAS, the Town Board adopted a resolution on April 12, 2010 adopting Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010, entitled “A Local Law Extending the Length of Terms of Office for the Roxbury Town Clerk and Roxbury Highway Superintendent,” providing for the extension of the length of terms of office for Roxbury Town Clerk and Roxbury Highway Superintendent from two (2) year terms to four (4) year terms; and

WHEREAS, Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010 is subject to Mandatory Referendum; and

WHEREAS, a proposition for the approval of this proposed local law must be submitted to the electors of the Town of Roxbury at the general election to be held in November, 2010; and

WHEREAS, this proposed local law shall become operative only if approved by the affirmative vote of the majority of the qualified electors voting upon such proposition;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF ROXBURY, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK:

THAT THE said Town Board herein schedules a General Election, at a polling site designated for each elector that shall be at the Roxbury Fire Hall, 53613 State Hwy. 30, Roxbury, New York or the Civic Center, 60933 State Hwy. 30, Grand Gorge, New York on November 2, 2010, from 6:00 am to 9:00 pm; and

LET IT BE RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall include on the ballot at the general town election the proposition, “Shall Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2010, entitled a Local Law Extending the Length of Terms of Office for the Roxbury Town Clerk and Roxbury Highway Superintendent be approved?”; and

FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to publish notice of said General Election and Mandatory Referendum in the Catskill Mountain News, the official newspaper of the Town, and to post copies of such notice in the manner provided by law.”

AYES – 4 Cronk, Raeder, Hinkley, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

Teresa Gier questioned the affect that installing meters on the Grand Gorge and Roxbury water district homes will have on future costs to homeowners.  The rates and fees were discussed.

RESOLUTION #55 – TOWN CLERK MONTHLY REPORT
On motion of Allen Hinkley second by Gene Cronk the following resolution was adopted:

“RESOLVED the Town Board approves the Town Clerk monthly report for March 2010 in the amount of $1,079.50. (Town Clerk $154.50 and Building Fees $925.00)”

AYES – 4 Hinkley, Cronk, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

RESOLUTION #56 – LIQUOR LICENSE HITCHING POST
On motion of Gene Cronk second by Edward Raeder the following resolution was adopted:

“RESOLVED the Town Board has no objection to a liquor license application of The Hitching Post at 37690 State Hwy. 23, Grand Gorge, NY; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Town Board waives the 30 day hold on processing said license.”

AYES – 4  Cronk, Raeder, Hinkley, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

RESOLUTION #57  – BID MONTGOMERY HOLLOW STORMWATER PROJECT
On motion of Gene Cronk second by Allen Hinkley the following resolution was adopted:

“WHEREAS, the Town of Roxbury (“Town”) previously entered into an agreement with C&S Engineers, Inc. (“Consultant”) for the design and construction  of the Montgomery Hollow Streambank Stabilization project located in Hubbell Corners; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and accepted the design submitted by the Consultant; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to move forward with the streambank stabilization; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to solicit bids to retain the services of a contractor for the construction of the Montgomery Hollow Steambank Stabilization.

THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Town Board of the Town of Roxbury authorizes the Town Supervisor to solicit bids from and review the qualifications of contractors able and willing to perform the task of constructing the Montgomery Hollow Streambank Stabilization.”

AYES – 4 Cronk, Hinkley, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

RESOLUTION #58 – GIGP PROJECT LOAN
On motion of Allen Hinkley second by Gene Cronk  the following resolution was adopted:

“RESOLVED the Town Board authorizes a transfer from General Fund to Roxbury Water District in the amount of $16,610.80 to pay the water district share of the GIGP Water Project costs for Abstract #4.

FURTHER RESOLVED that said funds shall be reimbursed to the General Fund once GIGP funds have been received from NYS EFC.”

AYES – 4 Hinkley, Cronk, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

RESOLUTION #59 – RECORDS DESTRUCTION
On motion of Edward Raeder second by Gene Cronk the following resolution was adopted:

“RESOLVED the Town Board approves the destruction of the following records per SARA schedules:

	SARA #
	Description of Record
	Dates
	SARA Yrs.

	2.264
	Voided Checks
	2003
	6 years

	1.275
	Voucher & Invoice (all funds)
	2003
	6 years

	1.263
	Bank Statements – Savings (all accounts)
	2003
	6 years

	1.263
	Bank Statements – Checking (all accounts)
	2003
	6 years

	7.269
	Bank Deposit Slips – Savings (all accounts)
	2003
	6 years

	7.269
	Bank Deposit Slips – Checking (all accounts)
	2003
	6 years

	2.264
	Canceles checks – all accounts
	2003
	6 years

	4.165
	Replacement dog tag application
	2006
	1 year

	4.409a
	Police Accident Report request
	1995-2008
	6 months

	2.594 a
	Tentative Tax Roll
	2001-2004
	5 years after filing

	2.2a
	Handwritten note of Board meetings
	1998-2008
	4 months after approval of official copy of minutes



AYES – 4 Raeder, Cronk, Hinkley, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

A meeting will be held on May 1, 2010 at Bellaeyre  regarding flood management.

A letter was received from Slade Cline who is interested in the Dog Control Officer position if it should ever become vacant.

A latter was received from Senator Bonacic stating that he has secured $10,000 in funding to purchase equipment for the Town Hall or Highway Dept.

A card was received from the Pickett family thanking the Town for sending funeral flowers.

RESOLUTION #60 – CWC CONTRACT LAKE ST.  PROJECT KUGLER PURCHASE
On motion of Allen Hinkley second by Gene Cronk the following resolution was adopted:

“WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Roxbury previously entered in a contract with the CWC to implement a Stormwater Retrofit Project to address the flooding of basements and backyards of residents on the east side of Lake Street and to install piping from Lake Street outlets to the East Branch of the Delaware River to prevent overland stormwater from picking up pollutants and debris and reaching the river; and

WHEREAS, it has been determined that as part of the Stormwater Retrofit Project, it will be necessary for the Town to purchase property owned by one Mark Kugler; and

WHEREAS, in order for the Town to purchase the subject property it will be necessary for the Town to enter into an agreement with the CWC for the provision of the monies for the purpose of such purchase.

THEREFORE, NOW BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

The Town Board of the Town of Roxbury authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute a contract with CWC for the necessary funding for the purchase of the Mark Kugler property.”

AYES – 4 Hinkley, Cronk, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

Supv. Hynes stated that the fence behind the backstop is down and will be replaced.

On motion of Allen Hinkley second by Gene Cronk the bills were audited and ordered paid in the following amounts:

	General #126-167
	$33,527.65
	Special Lights #5
	$2,257.62

	Highway #81-115
	$87,633.18
	Capital Projects:
	

	Roxbury Water #23-28
	$1,374.40
	Hubbell Corn. Sewer #20-22
	$55,379.38

	Grand Gorge Water #28-37
	$8,460.40
	GIGP Water Proj. #23-25
	$33,221.60

	Denver Water #19-24
	$1,591.38
	Roxb. Main St. Proj. #26
	$2,500.00

	Roxbury Sewer #25-32
	$9,110.53
	Kirkside Park Program #27-29
	$644.50

	Denver Sewer #28-39
	$16,136.35
	
	



AYES – 4 Hinkley, Cronk, Raeder, Hynes
NAYS – 0
ABSENT – 1 Walker

On motion of Edward Raeder second by Gene Cronk the meeting adjourned at 8:32 pm.
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___________________________________

Diane Pickett, Town Clerk
Thomas S. Hynes, Supervisor
Gene Cronk, Councilman
Edward Raeder, Councilman
Allen Hinkley, Councilman
